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Here’s How to 
Give to the  
Zambia Project 
Annual Appeal 
 
Send a donation in 
care of the Zambia 
Committee 
 
Drop it off at the 
church office or mail 
it to: 
Epiphany Parish 
302 5th St. SE 
Mason City, Iowa 
50401

Thank you for your greetings and updates. The demand for our work 
never comes to any end. Unfortunately there are always new children 
who get separated from their families. Even with Covid pandemic we did 

not have the luxury to slow down. On the contrary 
there was even greater demand for our services. 
     We are very glad that we are in the position to 
help those most vulnerable children in Zambia, but 
at the same time very worried about the sustainabil-
ity of our home. Today we have 112 boys and 
youngsters in our care. 29 are in the boarding 
schools and doing well. 83 kids (we have only 55 

beds) live here with us at Home of Hope. We are stretched to the limits and 
need a lot of faith to keep going on with our scarce resources.  

I met with Ackim during his last holidays in late September, he came to 
give me some updates about his studies. He is entering now into his last years 
of studies and is busy preparing the final dissertation on the topic which I am 
not able to comprehend: “Bioconversion of Molasses to Bioethanol” (as you 
can see on one of the photos). I am glad you are willing to continue supporting him till his graduation. 

Five of our former “boys” came to visit me for my birthday: Danny, Namonda, Martin, Chimembe 
and Joseph. It really makes us very happy that they could benefit from our help and are able to live in-
dependently with the families they made for themselves. 

But there is a very long road ahead with every new child, before we can see fruits like these. We 
have recently received quite a number of new children whom we have to accompany in Court proceed-
ings. I have become very familiar with Zambian Penal Code. It pains my heart to witness what kind of 

cruelty some individuals are 
able and willing to inflict on 
children, frequently their 
own children. The cases of 
physical and sexual abuse are 
the most gruesome, but it is 
the victims of severe negli-
gence and abandonment, 
who suffer longer lasting con-
sequences.  
     Zambia is not spared from 
increasing on the Continent 

aggression against children with albinism. We have recently received a young 
boy whose right forearm was cut off by bandits. We can’t even begin to com-
prehend the trauma this child was subjected to. 

Food and commodities prices have skyrocketed in Zambia, and we had to 
tighten our belts. It was during the celebrations of Zambian Independence, 
which we celebrated in the company of girls from Vision of Hope (childcare fa-
cility for girls), that we had a luxury of having a piece of chicken for each child.  
The last time this happened was during the Christmas of last year. 

We are doing our best with the little we have, but it is not easy, and every month is a struggle to pull 
through with all of our financial obligations. If you have some money you could spare for us that would 
be great, as I am not sure how I will manage to pay salaries at the end of this month. 

Wishing you all the best and remembering you in our prayers, 
Br. Jacek Rakowski, Missionaries of Africa, November 2021
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April, 2021 - Hello Epiphany Parish! 

The beginning of this year welcomed us with .... Quarantine, when over fifty of us tested  
positive for Corona Virus. Luckily, most of us had no adverse symptoms, only two of the boys  
lost their smell for few days, but the rest did not feel sick. Our quarantine coincided with the  

beginning of the new school year, and so all of our boys were delayed for four weeks before we  
could allow them to resume schooling. When that day came, we had an enormous task of securing 
places in new schools, buying all the necessary equipment, paying all school fees, and finally  
distributing all 79 boys to their respective schools. Only during last week we have added ten new  
boys to the group of primary school pupils. 

Many of our kids did very well in their grades and received good marks on their reports. Joseph, 
who wrote his Grade 7 national exam, achieved an unbelievable 823 points (out of 900 possible), 
which was the best result in the entire province! He was selected to continue his education in what is 
considered here to be the best school in the country – the Hillcrest Secondary School in Livingstone. 
     Joseph came to us in 2018, after his stepfather got 
murdered and his mother incarcerated. She is now serv-
ing a seven-year sentence. Before this, the boy has at-
tended only first grade and dropped out of school the 
following year. At Home of Hope, we have managed to 
put him back to school in the second grade. At that 
time, he was already 13 years old and was much bigger 
than all of his classmates. This did not discourage him; 
all he wanted was to learn. His excellent performance at 
school made it possible to jump few grades – after the 
second grade; he went straight to seventh grade the fol-
lowing year. We are pleased he can continue to follow his dreams and realize his potential.  

A few days ago, a group of our former boys visited us. Now young men, they came to encourage 
our boys in their struggle for a brighter future. Martin, Danny, Namonda, Joseph and Richard  
spent at Home of Hope several years. From the troubles and street life, they have managed to turn 
their lives around. With our help, they finished their education. Two of them are fathers themselves. 
All are employed and continue to live their lives as best as they can, providing for themselves and their 
families. Martin is an electrician; Danny is working in a construction company; Namonda became a 
supervisor in one of the local factories; Joseph is a minibus driver, and Richard supplies fresh bread to 
local shops. Meetings like this one give us courage and hope. They also confirm that our efforts are 
not in vain.  

On the same day, an email arrived in our inbox. A letter from James, who was at Home of Hope 
from 2005 to 2008:  

 “Hi, how are you? I hope and trust you are doing well, including the children under 
the St. Lawrence Home Of Hope, where my life story began (2005) as I was rescued 
from the streets of Lusaka. It is indeed a great honour and privilege to be an upright 
person as of today. I thank you and your team for whatever you did, which made me 
realize the purpose of being here on earth. Back then, I was called by the name of 
James Phiri, then J  ames Mwanza, and now James Mwenekonde.  
I wish to inform you that I did find my father, but unfortunately, he passed on in 
2013. I am no longer an orphan because I have achieved my goal of being educated.” 
Yet another proof that our work does matter! And you are the people who 
make all this possible! 
    Ackim is doing very well with his studies at the Copperbelt University.  
He is now in his second year with very good results and a lot of enthusiasm. 

With this few information of hope we want to wish all of you a Blessed Easter! Thank you for 
being a source and a channel of hope for so many children, who thanks to your love and care could 
leave their “street tombs” and rise again to the NEW LIFE! 

With the gift of prayer,  Br. Jacek Rakowski Missionaries of Africa, April 2021

James Mwenekonde 

Celebrating Palm Sunday

- IN MEMORIAM - 

Father Harry 
Koelker 

June 26, 1942 -  
August 6, 2021 

  
From 1986 to 1989  

Father Harry boldly mixed 
a sense of duty and  

adventure and chose to join 
the Missionaries of Africa 

Associate Program available 
through the Archdiocese. 

He was assigned to a rural 
area of Zambia.  

He taught high school, 
coached basketball, and  

absorbed its poverty and  
unpredictability of life.  

Later he returned there on 
visits several times. 

 
The Zambia Project was 

brought to fruition  
in 2005 through the vision 

and dedication of  
Father Harry.  

In addition to establishing  
this aid group for the  
St. Lawrence Home of 

Hope, he also facilitated 
trips to Zambia for some  

of our parishners.   
 

At Father Harry’s request, 
our parish has asked that  
a majority of our funds go  

to providing education.  
Father Harry truly believed 

education was the best  
way for Zambians to move 

from poverty.


